
Super Soil 
for 

Organic Gardening 

George Bushell



What Makes 
A

Healthy Soil

- Soil Type
- Correct pH Range
- Proper Nutrients
- Good Drainage
- Lots of Organic Matter
- Appropriate Moisture Levels
- Sufficient Sunlight

ñFeed your soil, 

not your plantsò 

(Thomas Jefferson)



Basic Soil 
Structure And 

Types

3 Basic Types

Top Soil

Sub Soil

Base

Structure

Silty

Soil

Clayey 

Soil

Sandy 

Soil

Squeezed wet soil forms partial ball

Squeezed wet soil forms no ball

Squeezed wet soil sticks together 

while dry soil cracks



1 - Place a 

couple of 

handfuls of 

test soil in a 

glass jar

2 - Fill jar with water

3 �±Shake soil / water mixture 

and let sit for 12 hours

4 - Observe soil

composition

80% sand

18% silt

2% clay

No raw organic 

matter on surface

Analyzing Soil 
Composition

Typical Soil Sold in Ottawa


